
 

Christ’s Compass— Refresh in Lent 
Dear Brothers and sisters in Christ, 
   Every year I write multiple Lenten messages.  With the 
current circumstances of the health related restrictions, a 
new perspective on an oft repeated sense of our Lenten 
preparation may be instead, to “refresh” our need to use 
these weeks of fasting, prayer and almsgiving.  
   Be refreshed in the somberness of Lent. At first glance 
this may seem a paradox.  However refreshment lies in the 
expectation that this year’s Lenten journey will be the  
pre-cursor to leave the pandemic behind, even if it actually 
continues for a short while past Easter. 
   We could look upon this last year of mask wearing and 
social distancing as continuation of last year’s Lenten  
experience. You will certainly recall we were in Lent as the crisis began. 
   Refresh yourself in the knowledge we will be coming to an end of our year long 
penance with the dawn at Easter.  While it is  somewhat likely we will still experience 
masks on April 4th—Jesus’ Resurrection overcomes our year long Lenten experience 
of isolation and cancelled events. It is certainly the case then that this year’s journey 
will be a great refreshment compared with this past year. 
  It therefore becomes incumbent on us to make our preparations.  Give thoughtful 
prayer to how you will participate in the Lenten experience.  Look upon all three  
aspects of Lent, prayer, fasting and almsgiving, as ways to “refresh” your spirit in 
anticipation of the Resurrection of Jesus.   

    Fr. John 
Pastor & Council Chaplain 

The first two pages of this newsletter are in the Feb 14 bulletin.   
The full Newsletter is on the Knights web page of the parish website:  

https://stpatricksmauston.com/parish/knights-of-columbus/ 
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The next Knights meeting is 

Tuesday February 16; 

Officers & directors meet at 

6:30pm, Business  

meeting 7pm Reardon Hall 

Lenten Experience— 
What are you doing to be refreshed? 

Prayer—Fasting—Almsgiving 

The Knights encourage all men, with 
their families beside them, to join the 

Knights of Columbus.   
We can do more if more join us 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr John Potaczek, 
Council Chaplain 

https://stpatricksmauston.com/parish/knights-of-columbus/
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  The Council Compass—Men and 
Families Invited 

Steve Hesprich, Grand Knight 
   I invite all practicing Catholic men, 18 years or older, 
to become part of our family of brothers who wish to 
help people in need, and to build their own faith and that 
of their family. 
   We’ve all come to know, what we don’t know — when 
the pandemic and it’s health restrictions will come to an 
end.  In spite of and because of, the pandemic, we all should have a greater 
awareness of needs in our community.  We need more men, and families, to 
become part of our Catholic fraternity. 
  The State Council of the Knights has offered our council a special financial 
incentive, worth $230, if we have one new member join before March 16th.  
Whereas this would be money we would send as per Capita to the State 
Council, it would become instead money we could use for charity, such as 
for the local food bank.  
Using online membership, the first year membership in the knights is free.   
If you know someone who would like to join, or perhaps was a knight in the 
past, to rejoin, please let me know.   
   While the formal members of the Knights are men, the Order has 
increasingly sought the active involvement of families of men in four areas: 
Faith, Community, Life and of course Families.  As our culture moves 
precipitously down the slippery slope of anti-faith policies and actions, we 
see a great threat to all the precepts tought by Jesus Christ.  No lay 
organization in the Catholic Church is better positioned to help strengthen 
and build up the central foundation of society—the family!  It does require 
men, encouraged by their families, to join and participate in the many noble 
works of the Knights to re-energize our faith and rebuild a moral society. 
   May all families find new strength and involvement in family and parish 
life in 2021. 
 

Steve 

Grand Knight Solomon Juneau Council 
2770 
cell/text: 608-400-2638 
Steve@Hesprich.com 

Family Compass— Jim & Jeri Kolba 
December 2020 Family of the Month 
By Jon Field, Family 
Director 
   The Solomon Juneau 
Knights of Columbus 
Council's December 2020 
family of the month is 
James and Jeri Kolba. Jim 
and Jeri have been lifelong 
members of the St Patrick's parish and active in church & 
many, many church organizations. Jim's working career 
involved working for the Juneau County Highway Shop 
& the United States Postal Service. Jeri was the long 
time Juneau County Register of Deeds. 
   Undoubtedly, one of Jim's biggest accomplishments is 
having served as the KC's longest serving board member, 
acting as treasurer for 60 years! We have always been 
thankful for Jim's guidance, financial thriftiness and 
wonderful attention to detail for the council's business 
matters. There are many other activities throughout 
church but highlighted by friends at St Pats is his faithful 
working of the dishwasher during funeral dinners and his 
fall festival ticket sales. 
   Jeri is known throughout the parish for her tireless 
hours of volunteering for the church. When she retired 
from Juneau County, you were more apt to find her at the 
rectory than at home. Just some of the activities Jeri has 
been involved in over the years: secretary of the 
Education Committee for 50 years, plant & flower 
arrangements for funerals & helping with funeral 
dinners, the Lady of Fatima Circle, & raffle ticket 
accounting at the fall festival. She started and manages 
the very successful Scrip program for school fundraising. 
She maintains the scrapbook history of the parish. 
   The volunteer hours these two spend in service to 
parish activities are immeasurable. You won't find two 
more dedicated people at St Patrick. 

The full newsletter is on our council web page  
on the parish web site: 

https://stpatricksmauston.com/parish/knights-of-columbus/ 

No-Bake Pancake Breakfasts 

Howard Boppart, Community Director 
   Our next “No-bake” Pancake Breakfast—to benefit the 5th grade class 
at St. Patrick’s school—
is Saturday/Sunday 
February 20/21.  For 
each of the preceding 3 
breakfasts, well over 
$500 has been raised for 
each thanks to the 
wonderful generosity of 
parishioners and the 
opportunity to involve 
those at the Saturday 
5pm Mass.  For our 
December 19/20  
“No-Bake” breakfast the 
net proceeds of over $500 were raised to benefit the 7th grade class who 
along with Knights handed out bananas and oranges in exchange for 
donations to help provide an activity for the class.   
On January 23/24 we had the no-bake breakfast to benefit the 6th grade, 
which raised over $500. 

Hunters’ Raffle 

For the second year our council is sponsoring a raffle of 
hunting weapons.  Last year we raffled 3 rifles.  This 
year will are providing two rifles and a bow, each with a 

scope.  Tickets are $10 each or 3 for $20.  The raffle 
benefits two causes: Our school’s science program and 
the Westside School Clothing Closet.  The drawing will 
take place at 7pm on Tuesday April 20, 2021 in Reardon 
Hall.  All are welcome to attend.  We will be providing 
refreshments and adhear to recommendations to wear a 
face mask, and social distancing.  Tickets are available 
in the parish office or from any member of the Knights. 
Monies can be sent to or dropped off at the parish. 

 

 

 

 

 

6th graders helping with the December 
No-bake breakfast at 5pm Mass 

Mission MXB360 Crossbow 
Mossberg 30-06 Bolt Action Rifle 

Savage .243 Bolt Action Rifle 

Join the Knights online at 

www.kofc.org/joinus 
Enter council 2770 and  

member # 3373647 
1st year membership FREE 

https://stpatricksmauston.com/parish/knights-of-columbus/
http://www.kofc.org/joinus
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New Supreme Knight—Patrick E. Kelly 
From Supreme Web Site (www.kofc.org) 
   Beginning March 1, 2021 after some 20 plus 
years, the Knights of Columbus will have a new 
Supreme Knight, Patrick Kelly.  Carl Anderson has 
reached the mandatory retirement age for the role of 
Supreme Knight.  The Board of Directors elected 
Deputy Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly to take over 
the reigns of the Knights of Columbus. 
   The Knights of Columbus Board of Directors 
elected Patrick E. Kelly as the 14th Supreme Knight 
on Feb. 5, to continue the mission of charity, unity 
and fraternity established by the Order’s Founder, 
Blessed Michael McGivney, almost 140 years ago.  
   Mr. Kelly’s election as Supreme Knight follows a distinguished career 
in the Knights of Columbus, the military and public service. For more than 
25 years, he has a demonstrated track record of service to Church and 
country, which will serve him well in advancing the Knights’ mission of 
Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism. 
   Mr. Kelly has served as Deputy Supreme Knight since 2017. Prior to 
that, he served as Vice President for Public Policy for 11 years, 
spearheading the Knights’ interaction with the White House, Congress and 
federal agencies. He has also served as State Deputy in the District of 
Columbia. As a longtime executive and fraternal leader of the Knights of 
Columbus, he has consistently strengthened its record of charity, 
advocacy, insurance, investment and membership growth. 
   Mr. Kelly served as the first executive director of the Saint John Paul II 
National Shrine in Washington, D.C., and oversaw the renewal of the 
facility after its purchase by the Knights in 2011. During his tenure, the 
shrine became a leading pilgrimage site and a source of education and 
inspiration for Catholics throughout the United States and the world. 
   Prior to his leadership roles in the Knights, Mr. Kelly pursued a lengthy 
career of public service. Most notably, he was Senior Advisor to the 
Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom at the State 
Department from 2005 to 2006. His responsibilities included serving as 
the Department’s principal liaison with the Holy See and assisting with 
the formulation of U.S. foreign policy on religious freedom worldwide. 
He led U.S. delegations to the World Summit on Islamic-Christian 
dialogue (2005), the UN conference on interfaith cooperation (2005), and 
annual Sant’Egidio conferences.  He has also held advisory roles on the 
House Intelligence Committee and the Department of Justice, where he 
specialized in counterterrorism and national security. 
   Mr. Kelly served in the United States Navy for 24 years, on land and sea 
and on active duty and reserve status. As a Judge Advocate General, he 
specialized in international and operational law and served as the 
Commanding Officer of the international law unit at the U.S. Naval War 
College. He served on the staff of the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations 
and aboard the USS Guam as the Staff Judge Advocate for Amphibious 
Squadron Two. His personal awards include three Navy Achievement 
Medals, five Navy Commendation Medals and the Meritorious Service 
Medal. He retired from the JAG Corps Reserve in 2016. 
   Mr. Kelly has served as consultant to three committees of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) for more than a decade: The 
Committee on Pro-life Activities, the Committee on Religious Liberty, 
and the Subcommittee for the Promotion and Defense of Marriage. 
Mr. Kelly has been the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the March 
for Life since 2012. Under his leadership, the March for Life has become 
one of the most effective pro-life organizations in the world. He has also 
been a member of the Board of Directors of the National Catholic 
Bioethics Center (NCBC) since 2013. He has helped guide the NCBC in 
its mission to promote respect for the dignity of each human being through 
an understanding of how the moral teachings of the Church apply in health 
care and the life sciences. 
   Mr. Kelly holds a master’s degree in theology from the Pontifical John 
Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family at The Catholic 

University of America, a law degree from Marquette 
University Law School and a bachelor’s degree in 
economics from Marquette University, where he joined the 
Knights of Columbus in 1983.   
  He and his wife, Vanessa, have three daughters.   
  As we close an incredible evolution of the Knights in the 
past 20 years under the leadership of Carl Anderson, the 
Knights are well positioned to continue its strength of 
membership and leadership to build up the body of the 
Church which is Christ risen.  
 

Leave No Neighbor Behind 
By Steve Powers 
   This past fall the council voted to provide the local 
Mauston food pantry with financial support.  Jim Kolba 
had indicated the Mauston Bank had a matching 
contribution program.  Our council contributed $400 which 
was matched by the Mauston Bank, bringing the effect of 
our donation to $800. 

Children in the Womb Have Rights 
By Steve Hesprich 
On Sunday January 24th the annual Juneau Country Right 
to Life March took place by presentations on why life is 
precious from conception onward.  About 70-90 people 
then processed around the Country courthouse for 48 
minutes, a minute for each year since the tragic ruling ot 
the Supreme Court in Roe vs Wade in 1973.  
   Approximately 8-10 people from our council families 
participated in the March.  What was very gratifying to see 
were the large number of young people participating in the 
March. The cause for the life of the unborn has much to 
overcome.  However we do have a God who loves the 
unborn. 

council will have a designated hour from 4

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Powers presents check to the Food Pantry at 
the Mauston Bank (photo by Jeri Kolba) 

 

 

 

 

 

Dignitaries at Pro-life Rally including Fr. John, 2nd 
left and Tony Kurtz, State Representative 2nd right 
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Family Estate 
Planning 
By Tim Nowak, FICF, 
MDRT 
   We will be having a 
statewide event in February 
on the 23rd at 7 pm, another 
Fraternal Benefits Night. 
Both members and non-
members and their families 
are welcome to join this 
virtual workshop.  I hope 
you will promote the new 
live event at your parish and 
council to get as many 
parishioners to Zoom with 
us. The event will be with 
Brother Daniel Purtell who 
is an Estate Planning 
Attorney and me, the 
General Agent, discussing 
the benefits of a proper plan 
and how by doing a few 
basic steps you can be 
prepared for all the coming 
years in your families lives. 
Please spread the news and 
look for ways to promote 
the Benefits night in 
February.  
Attorney Daniel Purtell is an 
Estate Planning Law 
Specialist and Accredited 
Estate Planner® as certified 
by the National Association 
of Estate Planners and 
Councils and accredited by 
the American Bar 
Association. Attorney 
Purtell is an active member 
of Wealth Counsel, Elder 
Counsel, the Wisconsin 
Council of Estate Planning 
Attorneys (former 
president), the Madison 
Estate Council, and the State 
Bar of Wisconsin (Real 
Property, Probate and Trust 
Law Section). He is also 
committed to his community 
through involvement as the 
executive director of a youth 
lacrosse club and through 
various charities.  

    
 
 
I, Tim Nowak, am the Knights of Columbus General Agent for the entire state of Wisconsin, and the Michigan 
upper peninsula. I joined the Knights of Columbus in 1999 and became a field agent in 2010. My wife Judy and I 
have been married for 30 years and have two sons, Wynston and Cooper both are brother Knights. Judy works for 
Tim and the Knights as the Home office Assistant for the Nowak Agency.  
   It was a vision of our founder, Blessed Michael McGivney to protect families in not only their faith, but also 
financially ensure a secure future. 
NOTE: The Solomon Juneau Council will hold a watch party for this event beginning at 6:45pm in Reardon Hall.  
 

council will have a designated hour from 4

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zXbLxh0wR-Kl4Dgb7mSP9g 

Watch Party—St. Patrick Church Mauston—Reardon Hall 6:45pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zXbLxh0wR-Kl4Dgb7mSP9g
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instructions can be given on how to help.  Randy Boehm is 

chairing the event. If you can help contact him at 847-4588.  

Best time is Monday thru Thursday 6:45-8pm. 

   January 23/24 Masses will be the “no-bake” pancake 

breakfast benefiting the 6th grade.  Volunteers were 

requested.  Howard Boppart and Steve Powers are covering 

the 10am Mass, Steve Hesprich and Randy Boehm will 

cover the 8am Mass.  Steve Hesprich and perhaps Dick 

Schwab will cover the 5pm Mass.  If you can help after the 

Mass you are attending, just come to the gathering area 

after Communion. 

   The 5th grade “no-bake” will take place February 20-21 

after the Masses. 

   Steve Powell reported on the sales of the State Raffle. 

He’s collected roughly $1500 to this point. It is a bit behind 

last year.  All the members should have received in the 

mail a packet of tickets to sell.  Please get those to Steve 

Powell. He will be at the 10am Mass this weekend helping 

out with the “no-bake” so maybe even get the sold tickets 

and money to him then. 

   A flyer was handed out for this Sunday’s “March for 

Life” taking place at the Juneau County Courthouse from 

1pm to 1:48pm.  We are marching for 48 minutes, a minute 

for every year since Roe v Wade. 

   Raffle tickets for the “Hunters Raffle” were distributed.  

5 Packs of 3 will be sent out to members sometime in the 

next 10-14 days.  Tickets are $10 each or 3 for $20.  We 

are raffling 2 rifles and a bow. [space not able to show all] 

Compass Minutes—January Meeting 

By Tom Jodarski, Council Recorder 
      Meeting began at 7pm.  After opening prayer and 

pledge the minutes of the December 15, 2020 meeting 

were approved as written and earlier in the day 

communicated by email to the membership. 

Chaplain’s report: Fr. John read from the “Knights to 

Christ” reading on Patriotism dealing with having 

reverence for all life.  In the story was this quote from 

Hubert Humphrey: “The moral test of government is 

how it treats those who are in the dawn of life, the 

children…in the twilight of life, the aged…in the shadows of life , the sick 

the needy, and the handicapped.” 

   Fr. John told us about upcoming events:   Every Friday Adoration with 

Benediction 3-4pm in the church except first Fridays (next date is Feb 5th) 

when adoration is from noon to 6pm.  The Knights are responsible for a 

presence from 4-5pm.  January 23/24 weekend Masses we have a priest 

from Cross Catholic International who will be the celebrant and talk to us 

about the organization he represents. Ash Wednesday is February 17th.   

   Fr. John took some time to visit and Supreme web site and was 

impressed with numerous videos the Knights have produced. He 

encouraged all members to visit the site – www.kofc.org – and explore the 

videos especially the one on the home page that reviews what the Knights 

have done in 2020.   

   Grand Knight report: The State Deputy sent an email announcing that 

the State Convention May 1-2, will be offered both in person and virtual.  

Delegates and attendees can decide which they prefer to do. 

Steve was not able to get a January newsletter sent.  The February issue 

will go out to members before February 12th.  In the weekend bulletin 

February 13th/14th will be the first two pages of the newsletter. 

   We have a new Honorary Life recognition,  Dale Pellegrini. We will 

look for an opportunity to present him his lifetime honorary life card.  We 

will do a profile article on Dale in a future newsletter. 

   There was no Treasurer report. 

   For membership, Supreme has again extended the free online 

membership, now to the end of the fraternal year, June 30, 2021.  If our 

council recruits one new member from January 1 – March 15th, the council 

will not have to pay April-September state per capita.  That one new 

member means a savings to the council of roughly $230 (55 dues paying 

members x $4.25). We do have one online member who still needs to take 

his exemplification to be transferred to our council and that would count 

for the one new member. 

   There are some Supreme deadlines coming as follows (must be done as 

part of Star Council qualification): 

   January 31st – Annual Fraternal Survey – every member should have 

gotten a dues statement that contained this survey which we asked be 

returned with dues payment. 

January 31st – Special Olympics Partnershp Profile [has been submitted] 

February 15th – Semi-Annual Audit 

   Family of the Month for December is Jim and Jeri Kolba.  The 

submission to Supreme and State was passed around the room for all to 

review.  Our Family of the Year must be selected and submitted by 

February 15th.  The Family of the Year must be a Knight and does not 

necessarily have to be one of our monthly selections.  If you have 

someone you would like to nominate, contact our Family Director Jon 

Field.  

   Our council Free Throw contest will be Sunday January 31st in the 

school gym.  Registration is from 11-noon, with the contests starting at 

noon. If you can help, we need volunteers to arrive before 11:30am so 

Dennis Kolba—Rest in Peace 

   Dennis Anthony Kolba, 85, a 55 year member of the 
Knights of Columbus Solomon Juneau Council, passed 
away Thursday, December 31, 2020. 
   Dennis was born on June 1, 1935 in Mauston the son 
of John and Isabella Kolba. 
   Dennis is survived by his wife 
of 59 years, Sally. 
   In addition to being a lifetime 
member of St. Patrick Catholic 
Church he was a FFA 
Alumni.  Dennis attended St. 
Patrick’s Grade School. 
   Dennis served 40 years for the 
Town of Lemonweir, serving as 
secretary and Board chairman, ASC Committee, Juneau 
County Fair Board, Mauston Co-op Creamery,  Juneau 
County Board of Supervisors serving on many 
committees. 
    He farmed the home dairy for 60 years, raising cows, 
steers, sheep, pigs and doing field work.  He loved being 
outside and playing in the dirt.  Recreationally, Dennis 
enjoyed bowling leagues both Men’s and Couples 
Leagues. Dennis and family liked to go snowmobiling, 
camping with the church group and playing cards with 
sheepshead, and cribbage being his favorites. 
 Full Obituary: https://www.crandallfuneral.com/obits 
   Memorials may be made to St. Patrick’s Grade 
School, Mauston in Dennis’s memory. 
   The family would like to thank Fr. John for being 
there with us and also the staff of Cottage Care, for 
being so kind and caring the last few months.  He was 
very happy there. 

http://www.kofc.org
https://www.crandallfuneral.com/obits
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Free Throw Contest A Winner! 
By Randy Boehm and Jon Field, Free Throw Co-Chairmen 
   On Sunday February 7th, 2021 the Solomon Juneau Council of the 
Knights of Columbus held its annual Free Throw contest for all boys and 
girls ages 9 through 14.  There were 20 contest participants.  Each 
contestant, ages 9 through 14, boys and girls divisions, threw 15 free 
throws.  There were 4 contests which required a run off as two in each of 
those groups had the same number of successful throws.  Because of 
COVID District and State competitions will not be held.  The names of 
council winners will be sent to the State. 
In the photo below we have all the winners of each group, along with 
some of the Knights who ran the contest.  Not shown are Steve Powers 
and Steve Hesprich. 
 
Left to right in the photo: 
  
 Randy Boehm       KC Co-chair 
 Marisa Endreas     G10 
 Caitlin LaVold        G12 
 Jackson Steffel      B13 
 Jacob Daniels         B11 
 Tyler Hartje              B12 
 Jack Vinopal          B9 
 Jase Navis               B10 
 Stella Finucan         G9 
 Dylan Demaske        B14 
 Eden Finucan              G11 
 Jon Field                    KC Co-chair 
 Fr. John Potaczek         Parish Pastor and KC Chaplain 
 
Next year we hope to add handicapped boys and girls to the contest. 
 

Family Compass— Fr. John Potaczek 
“Family” of the Month 
By Jon Field, Family Director 
   The Solomon Juneau Knights of Columbus Council's 
November 2020 family of the month award was presented 

to Fr. John Potaczek at the 10am weekend Mass Dec. 13th.   
   It was my great honor to present our Pastor and council 
chaplain this small acknowledgement of his value to all of 
us.  Pastors don’t often receive the acknowledgement they 
are so deserving to receive.  This past year Fr. John had to 
endure replacing our school principal twice in two months, 
to say nothing of the unique challenges he had to endure 
(and continues to deal with) with the COVID crisis.   
   When you see Fr. John, thank him for his wonderful 
pastoral service and friendship. 

Jon Field presents the November Family of the Month 
to Fr. John Potazek 
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Family Compass—Harry & Shirley Buttner 
January Family of the Month 
By Jon Field, Family Director 
The January 2021 Family of the 
Month is the Harry and Shirley 
Buttner family.  Harry has been a 
Knights of Columbus member 
since 1956 and he and his wife 
Shirley have had a lifetime of 
service to St Patricks Parish and 
the Knights. The Buttners have 
been married for 49 years and 
have been blessed with 3 children 
and 7 grandchildren.   
   Harry served for four years for the US Navy during the Korean Conflict 
and retired from Volk Field vehicle maintenance in 1989.  Shirley was 
busy raising her three sons.  Harry has served the KCs in capacities of 
financial secretary, recorder and lector.  He has served St Pats on the 
parish council as member and chairman, lector and extraordinary minister 
at mass and in the choir.  Shirley is a current member of the 
liturgy committee and leads the rosary at the nursing home.  Both Harry 
and Shirley have been CCD teachers.  When our current pandemic 
conditions lift and we can all freely be together, we need to thank these 
two for their many years of service and give them an appreciative hug, 
giving them back the love they've given all of us. 
 

Toward Star Council 
By Steve Hesprich, Grand Knight 
In the moments before we conducted 
elections in July for Grand Knight, I made it 
very clear that if members voted for me, 
they should know that Star Council was to 
be a goal.  I am grateful all present on July 
18th voted for me to become the Grand 
Knight.  We have a wonderful group of men 
and families and it has been satisfying to 
develop friendships and serve others. 
   Only about 15% of councils achieve this 
goal.  In the time of Covid, Supreme has 
lightened the requirements, knowing that 
councils are more constrained in activities.  
The reason for Star Council recognition, is 
not simply for recognition.  Over the 
decades Star Council has been awarded, it is more of a testament that a 
council is performing those activities that are the hallmark of the Knights 
— that being the charity, unity &  fraternity upon which the vision of Fr. 
McGivney was built. 
   Now that we are just past the halfway mark of the fraternal year, it is 
time to take stock of our status toward that goal.  Let’s begin by first 
describing the components of Star Council.  The details we’ll cover only 
apply this fraternal year because of Covid. 
   The Star Council Award recognizes outstanding achievement in 
membership, insurance and programming. In order to achieve the Star 
Council Award, a council must earn 1) the Father McGivney, 2) 
Founder’s, and 3) Columbian Awards. Additionally, 4) the council must 
submit both the Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity (#1728) and Service 
Program Personnel Report (#365). 5) A council must be fully compliant 
with applicable safe environment requirements.  
   Let’s break this down as to what we’ve completed and what remains to 
be done on or before June 30, 2021. 
 

1) Fr. McGivney Award (25% of goal) 
   The Father McGivney award recognizes excellence in a council’s 
membership growth. Our council must meet or exceed our membership 

quota of 4 net members using council’s membership as of 
July 1, 2020.     
We have an interesting issue in play right now because the 

State has an incentive for councils who get a designated 
number of new members (different for each council based 
on member size) between January 1st and March 15th. 
They will not have to pay state per capita for the April 
through September period.  Our quota is one NET new 
member.  If we achieve that, the council will not have to 
pay approximately $230 in per capita for the State. It 
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to understand this $230 could 
be used by our council to support a charity of our choosing.   
   We have a net of one new member so far this fraternal 
year, but that was in July 2020.  Including the one we need 
to join by March 15th, we have three new members still 
needed to achieve the Fr. McGivney Award. 
 

2) Founder’s Award (50%) 
   This award recognizes excellence in a council’s 
promotion of our top-rated insurance products. To win this 
award our council must host two approved Fraternal 
Benefit Seminars, in conjunction with our Field Agent,  
Greg Helgerson.  
   To date we have hosted one Fraternal Benefit event. For 
the second one we are looking to see if a retirement 
seminar we promoted heavily in October might count.  
However there is an excellent Estate Planning seminar 
coming our way virtually (see article on page 4) that may 
allow us to qualify if the October one does not.  Even if it 
does, this is an excellent seminar to attend. 
 

3) Columbian Award (50%) 
   This award recognizes excellence in a council’s 
programming and charitable outreach. To earn this award 
our council must conduct and report programs in each of 
the four program categories (Faith, Family, Community, 
and Life) for a total of 16 program credits, with four in 
each category. Here’s what I see as accomplished to date: 
A) Faith—Memorial Mass Nov 2, 2021 along with 4-5 

times per year a Mass intention; Council weekly 
Adoration. We need two other activities. 

B) Community—Fall Festival root beer floats; No-bake 
breakfasts;   Leave no neighbor behind (support of 
local food pantry and food boxes); Hunter’s Raffle (in 
progress). We have met the requirement of 4 activities. 

C) Family —Recognizing a family of the month for all 12 
months (we’ve done 7 so far), will earn us 2 activities; 
We just completed the Free Throw Contest, leaving 
one more activity. 

D) Life—We participated in the Life Chain; Also the 
March for life.  We have two activities remaining. 

 

4) Reports (80%) & 5) Safe Environment 
(100%) 
All completed except January Semi-annual Audit due 2/15. 
  

One new member by March 15th for 
our council means the council will save 
$230+ in State per capita; that is $230 

that could be used for a charitable 
cause. 

council will have a designated hour from 4

 

 

 

 

 



 

January/February 2021 Solomon Juneau Council 2770 Vol 1  Issue 6 

Page 8 Knight’s Compass 

Knight’s Compass 
     

is a monthly publication of the Solomon Juneau Council 2770 in Mauston, WI  
Questions and requests for copies may be directed to Steve@Hesprich.com / cell-Text: 608-400-2638.  

The monthly council newsletter is published on our website. 

Calendar (can also be found in different format on council web page) 

 

 

 

Our council has a web page on the parish web site: 

https://stpatricksmauston.com/parish/knights-of-columbus/ 

Council Officers & Directors 
Steve Hesprich Grand Knight 
Fr. John Potaczek Chaplain 
Bill Powers Deputy Grand Knight 
Donald Kratcha Chancellor 
Randy Boehm Financial Secretary 
Jim Kolba Treasurer 
Brett Kudick Advocate 
Tom Jodarski Recorder 
open Warden 
Matt Schwab Inside Guard 
Dick Schwab Outside Guard 
Stephen Powers Trustee for One Year 
Harry Buttner Trustee for Two Years 
Jon Field Trustee for Three Years 
 
Program Director Bill Powers 
Family Director Jon Field 
Community Dir Howard Boppart 
Faith Director  
Life Director  

DATE TIME EVENT HOST NOTES 

2/16/2021 6:30pm Officer/Director Meeting Reardon Hall KC2770   

2/16/2021 7pm Council Meeting Reardon Hall KC2770   

Wednesday Feb 17, 21 8am & 6pm Ash Wednesday Masses Parish   

Sat/Sun Feb 20/21  after Masses "No-bake" Breakfast - benefit 5th grade KC2770   

Tuesday Feb 23, 2021 6:45pm Watch party –KC webinar Estate Planning KC2770 
Reardon Hall, webinar starts at 
7pm. Refreshments provided 

FEB/MAR   
Church Drive - pulpit talks to promote Fra-
ternal Benefit event?? 

KC2770   

MARCH - TBA 6:30pm PAT (Parish Action Team) - Reardon Hall Parish 
A representative from each parish 
organization discuss respective 
activities 

3/16/2021 6:30pm Officers Meeting Reardon Hall KC2770 Begin officer nomination process 

3/16/2021 7pm Council Meeting Reardon Hall KC2770   

Friday April 2, 2021 TBA Good Friday Service/Communion Parish   

Sunday April 4, 2021   EASTER SUNDAY Parish   

Tuesday April 20, 2021 7pm Hunter's Raffle drawing KC2770 
Reardon Hall - public welcome; 
social 

4/20/2021 6:30pm Officers Meeting Reardon Hall KC2770   

4/20/2021 7pm 
Council Meeting - Officer Nominations for 
2021-2022; Reardon Hall 

KC2770   

Sat/Sun May 1/2, 2021 all day KC State Convention Geneva Lake State KC Virtual option available 

https://stpatricksmauston.com/parish/knights-of-columbus/

